Reader Comments on Gone With the Wind
Sir...

A superb piece on "Gone With The Wind."  You said everything about this

book I would have liked to say and saved me the trouble of saying it. 

Maybe more physicians should be writing literary criticism since so many

of today's critics are making such a hash of it. 

Milton T. Burton,

Tyler, Texas

Very interesting and enlightening. 

I disliked the bits of the film I have seen and was never drawn to watch

it.  The vacuous Scarlett in the film with tediously overplayed hammy

lines like "but I still have Tara" or some such similar twaddle.

Just shows how the movies can really screw up literature.

Dear Dr. Miller,

Thanks for your illuminating essay on GWTW at

LewRockwell.com. You alluded in the penultimate

paragraph to the parallels between the economic

devastation inflicted on the Confederacy, and what

could happen today. Owing to Margaret Mitchell's

extensive research, Rhett Butler's explanations to

Scarlett about blockade-running, inflation, shortages,

and cotton speculation ring true. Rhett's observation

that there's more money to be made in the crack-up of

a market or nation than in the building up of it, has

been illustrated time and again in crashes. And given

that Margaret Mitchell reportedly had written the bulk

of the novel by 1929, she may well have sensed the

events that were about to occur in 1929-1933.

A recent novel which pays homage to GWTW is Jackson

Tippett McCrae's The Bark of the Dogwood: a Tour of

Southern Homes and Gardens. It contains many allusions

to the work of Margaret Mitchell and Truman Capote,

both of whom the author admires. One of the key

characters is the black maid Althea, who clearly is

drawn from Mammy in GWTW. Another narrative voice is

provided by quotes at the beginning of each chapter

from Helen Keller, whose home in Alabama figures into

the story. McCrea said that he rewrote Bark of the

Dogwood fifteen times from scratch. The obvious

obsession that went into polishing the text is

reminiscent of the almost imcomprehensible amount of

research that went into GWTW during the 1920s, when

Margaret Mitchell had little notion of publishing it,

much less as an epic (a period beautifully described

in Marianne Walker's biography: Margaret Mitchell and

John Marsh: The Love Story Behind Gone With the Wind).

In closing, thanks for giving GWTW the ongoing

attention it merits. Check out Bark of the Dogwood as

a worthy successor inspired by it.

Regards,

Michael Browning

Sparkill, N.Y.

Dear Dr. Miller,

A friend and neighbor forwarded your article to me.  As I was reading it

(a former English major) I was wondering how Margaret Mitchell tied in to

the modern conflict.  You did a terrific job in summarizing the epic and

its characters and dealt a swift blow with our nation's current war.  I

truly liked the way you made, but did not dwell, on your focus.

Now, I've got a lot to think about.

M. Lee Gunter

CEO, Med-Lectric Corporation

Kemah, Texas

Dear Don,

I really enjoyed reading your article on Gone with the Wind at LRC today.

I've never read the book, but my wife, a (well educated) Louisiana

native, loves the book.

Best wishes,

Bob Higgs

Hi Don,

Another beautiful piece, demonstrating your incredible cultural breadth and

wisdom.   Until I got to the last paragraph I couldn't quite understand the

rationale for writing this piece.  Then, I got it.

Wonderful!

Almost enough to prompt me to get hold of those cassettes.

Best,

Jerry

Hey Don,

Superb article!

I guess this Arkansas boy needs to read the book.

I've seen the movie a few times of course.

Thanks!

Bill Marak

> Dr. Miller,

>       You wrote a great article .  I only saw the movie once and vowed not to see it again.  Only in the last few years have I learned the full extent of Lincoln's war crimes and the reasons for the economic train wreck that this country may be headed for.  My big check to the IRS this year will only go so far.  I was going to send it in pennies but didn't want to part with the only currency that is actually worth something.

>      Speaking of Southern literature,  there is a new version of The Uncle Remus Tales that has Uncle Remus speaking like a Harvard English professor.  Perhaps we could call this revisionist literature.

>

> Joe Jordan

> Atlanta
Dr. Miller,

>

>

> Kudos on your article on Gone with the Wind.  The first time I watched the

> movie was in the 1980s in German, while my family lived on the Persian

> Gulf.  It was given to our family by a German lady who had moved to the

> country while it was still a British protectorate that allowed slavery.

>

       Read your Gone with the Wind comments. Methinks I should read that book again.              
​​​​

	Mr. Miller, I enjoyed your article on "Gone With The Wind" but have to take issue with several statements you made in your earlier article "The Jeffersonian View of the the Civil War".  The American Republic was founded by white men, not human beings and the Declaration of Independence only applied to them.  No one at that time believed that Jefferson's remarks covered all the races.  They certainly didn't believe that all the races were equal, sentient or not.  Remember, we were founded as a republic, not a democracy.  Modern day historians use Jefferson's words to brand Southerners as hypocrites, which is the politically correct  position today.  

      My Cades came to the Virginia shores in 1647 and migrated into North Carolina and Georgia, into the new Mississippi Territory and across the Mississippi River into Louisiana and Texas.  They were all slaves owners and I am quite sure that none thought for one moment that members of the Negro Race were their equals.  All four of my great-grandfathers fought for the Confederacy.  On my grandfather Hick's gravestone are carved these words - "Surrendered with Lee but was not whipped".  He was also at the battle of Gettysburg, in the 2nd Georgia in Benning's Brigade at Devil's Den.  I have taken the liberty to enclose two pictures of one of my sons and myself at the beautiful North Carolina monument.

 

                                                    Cordially,  Clarence D. 

	


[My Reply:]

Clarence,
 

You are right.  The Declaration should have read, "all white men created equal."  (Even then, the Anglo-Normans would still feel they were superior to the Celts.)
 

The North Carolina Memorial at Gettysburg has a special significance for our family.  These are the opening paragraphs from my article "A Civil War Book Collection for 2002":
 

As a boy and teenager I came to know a woman who was born in 1866, one year after the war ended. She was Mary Lyde Hicks Williams, my great-grandmother. She lived in North Carolina in an antebellum plantation home that General Alfred Howe Terry of General Sherman’s Army used as his headquarters during Sherman’s march through North Carolina. Her father fought for the Confederacy at Fredericksburg, Antietam, and Chancellorsville, and led the 20th North Carolina Regiment in the Battle at Gettysburg. He was captured on the first day of that latter battle after losing eighty percent of his men in two-and-a-half hours of fighting, and spent the rest of the war in prison at Johnson’s Island, Ohio. 
His daughter lived in good estate well into her nineties and died when I was eighteen. She took a fancy to me, even though she would remonstrate that I was ill-mannered and should be sent to military school. Mary Lyde Williams was an old-school Southern 
Presbyterian, who, as a leader in the Daughters of the Confederacy, gave the Presentation Address at the Unveiling of the North Carolina Memorial on the Battlefield of Gettysburg, on July 3, 1929. She had many books on the Civil War in her library, some of which are now in my collection.
Captivated as I was with my great-grandmother and her Southern views on the Civil War, I learned in public school that it was wrong for people like her to support secession and the Confederacy, and for her father and his compatriots to fight and die for it. I was led to believe that a person who says the South did the right thing by seceding from the Union, while not openly admitting it, must secretly approve of slavery. 
My mother, then 10 years old, and the Governer's young son removed the cover on the Memorial at the dedication ceremony. This article is on my website ( www.donaldmiller.com ), or at:  http://www.lewrockwell.com/orig2/miller5.html , should you like to read it.
 

Thanks for sharing your photos with me.
 

Best,
Don
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​

Dr. Miller:

That is an excellent article on a truly great novel. So I am pleased that you found some things I said about it to be valuable.

It’s a good thing that you aren’t a young untenured professor of English. The article would cost you tenure.

Jimmy Cantrell 
[He is author of the book How Celtic Culture Invented Southern Literature  that I cite in my article.]
Thank you for the article. You are so right on the mark.
 

Joe
 

I read and enjoyed your excellent article!  I also "dugg" the article

stating:

"THIS article by Donald W. Miller, Jr., MD, is a refreshing look and a

great reminder of the implications applicable to the present. There are

some very smart, vigilant and perspicacious individuals mentioned in this

article, worthy of the time spent to pursue and learn as well as heed the

message they provided.

Thanks - Dr. Miller for the time and energy you spent to bring your

article to the interest of those who will enjoy it immensely."

http://digg.com/political_opinion/Gone_With_the_Wind_The_Struggle_for_Survival_F
reedom
******

  Regards,

[Attached Image]

*********************************

Don,

This is a beautiful and thorough tribute to

Margaret Mitchell and her novel.  Thank you.


Bob
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